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The Wizard of Oz 

What a performance. What talent! What entertainment! 

Casting was incredible and spot on. Of course the principals 

were outstanding: Dorothy, the Wicked Witch, Glinda the 

Good Witch, Scarecrow, Tin Man, the Cowardly Lion, and the 

Wizard himself. Several characters played dual parts and 

pulled it off beautifully. The imagination and creativity used 

throughout the production was awe-inspiring. Toto was a 

puppet with a personality of his own. A vocal trio set the 

stage as three snarky crows in the cornfield and grumpy apple

-throwing trees in the forest. The Munchkins were adorable…

need we say more? The tech crew, makeup, costumes, 

lighting, sound, stage hands and set designers made entire 

sets that moved, changed and reconnected magically in the 

dark creating the ambiance that brought it all to life. And 

what is a musical without music and dance? The pit orchestra 

was fabulous and the choreography was delightful.  

Thank you to our directors Ms. Ambroz, Mr. Hodur, Mr. 

Combs, Mr. Bauers, Mr. McHenry and Ms. Barnett as they 

worked tirelessly (that’s an oxymoron), late into the night and 

weekends to make this production an ultimate success. 

Podcasts 
The climbing team is the focus of one of our all-new 

podcasts.  We just launched Cougar Cast, https://anchor.fm/

cougar-cast and will be adding to the voices here at 

Coronado. Cougar Cast is in its early stages and students are 

working on a lot of technical development and interviewing 

skills. Several episodes are already up and running at 3-6 

minutes each. Topics so far include Climbing Club, Dorothy 

from Oz, conspiracy theories, after-high school plans, 

etc. They are open to ideas for episode topics, or you may 

request to be a guest on their show.  

Good Samaritans 
Coronado students Lillie (10th) and Zoie Ratican (11th) 

responded to a cry for help resulting from a car crash on 

Centennial Blvd. in October 2021. The girls were returning 

home from a friend’s house, saw the car was flipped over and 

on fire. They called 911. A passerby stopped, popped the 

airbag that wedged one of the passengers inside the car and 

pulled them from the wreckage. Good citizens. 
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Pikes Peak Honor Orchestra 
Three Coronado musicians auditioned in November and were 

selected from students throughout the Pikes Peak region to 

participate in the D-11 sponsored Pikes Peak Honor 

Orchestra. Rehearsals are held in the evenings throughout 

January with a full-day clinic and concert at 7:00 pm on 

January 21, 2022 at William J. Palmer High School. Musicians 

have the opportunity to work under a guest conductor who is 

an expert in their field. Congratulations to Halle Amaya 

(cello), Selah Border (viola), and Misha Kula (viola) for your 

hard work and dedication (pictured right). 

Youth Symphony 
Congratulations to the following students from Coronado who 

have been selected to participate in the Colorado Springs 

Youth Symphony Association for the 2021-2022 season: 

Devon Bignell, Selah Border (above), Nicholas (Nicol) Colucci, 

Kiernan Huff, Nora Kellmann (above), and Michael (Misha) 

Kula (above). A round of applause to Orchestra teacher Paul 

Jacobson for instilling a love of music and the musical skills 

needed for students to achieve musical success. The 

experiences these young musicians gain through participation 

in Coronado’s music program are priceless and will serve 

them throughout their life. 

Pickleball 
Dawn Ignatius, 

chapter liaison for 

the Rocky Mountain 

District Kiwanis 

Club, generously 

donated over 1000 

hygiene kits to 

include shampoo, 

conditioner, soap, 

and toothpaste to 

our in-house 

Cougars Care 

recently. This 

summer they 

donated pallets of 

disinfectant wipes 

that are being used in our classroom. 

Kiwanis clubs dot the globe, ensuring kids have what they 

need to be secure and successful in any community. Kiwanis 

members are aware of the needs in their communities and 

host nearly 150,000 service projects a year, from building 

playgrounds, to mentoring teens and sponsoring youth sports. 

Ms. Ignatius plays in the Pickleball tournaments which 

compete on the Coronado courts throughout the year. 

November 6 participants contributed school supplies, food, 

and $555 worth of grocery food gift cards for Cougars Care 

annual Thanksgiving distribution on November 20 here at 

Coronado. Our community and its people are amazing. 

Southeast Express 
Coronado Principal, Darin 

Smith, was highlighted in 

the Southeast Express in 

November 2021, a 

community-based nonprofit 

newspaper. His hard work, 

dedication to empowering 

students and staff past and 

present, positive leadership, 

and calm, respective 

demeanor continue to be 

his hallmark and lasting 

legacy.  
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Boys Tennis 
Boys Tennis won the 4A CSML league championship after a 

tough season. Boys took 3rd at the Regional tournament 

against Air Academy and Cheyenne Mountain. Our team 

record was 7-3 in dual matches. Including the season 

tournaments, we were 12-5, although this does not reflect 

individual records. Our team suffered multiple injuries, but 

valiantly fought through them to end up with a great season.  

Next year should be as good or better if everyone stays 

healthy. We had 6 sophomores and 1 freshman on varsity, 

plus a few juniors so we are keeping the majority of the 

team. Coach Lovato has high expectations for next year, with 

the possibility of some state bound players. Our #1 singles 

player was good this year and is already working hard for next 

year. Also, doubles players from this year, Owen Browen, 

Seth Enoch, Ty Leonard, and Cody Ross should help us at the 

top of the order next year.  

National Signing Day 
National Signing Day can be one of the most rewarding days 

of the year for a student athlete. They possess the desire, 

talent, character, and determination to excel and play 

collegiate sports while maintaining academic excellence. We 

are proud to announce Zinabu Engstrom formally committed 

to run cross country for University of Wyoming on 

Wednesday, November 10, 2021. His dedication, sacrifices, 

and efforts were honored by signing his National Letter of 

Intent. Congratulations Z! Run like the wind!  

Cheerleaders 
What a night! A first-place win for our Cougar Cheer team and 

first place overall 4A CSML League Champions, at home on 

Coronado turf no less, on Wednesday, November 3, 2021!! 

Proud doesn’t come close to how Coach Darcy and the team 

feel. They will compete at the CHSAA Spirit State 

Championships December 9-11, 2021 at the Broadmoor 

World Arena. Best of luck! 
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